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Texas Endangered by 


Religious Inquisition Rill 


A strongly-worded denunciation of 
.House Simple Resolution ' 35, which 
would set up a religious inquisition in the 
state of Texas, was unanimously adopted 
last week by "the usually conservative 
Religious Community of EL Paso Coun¬ 
ty, formerly known as the El Paso 
Council of Churches. 

HSR 35, as it is known, was recently 
introduced in the Texas House of 
Representatives by Rep. A1 Brown of San 
Antonio and Rep. Bennie Bock of New 
Braunfels. 

On the surface, the resolution seems 
harmless enough. If passed, it means a 
committee will be appointed by the 
Speaker of the House, Bill Clayton, to 
study "cult movements" throughout the 
State. , 

* * * 

The principal definition of a cult, 
from the American Heritage dictionary, is 
"a system or community of religious 
worship and ritual, especially one focus¬ 


ing upon a single deity or spirit."_ 

Under such a definition, virtually every 
organized religion in Texas could be 
viewed as a cult, and this special 
committee would then be set up as God 
to see which are and which are not bona 
fide religions. 

The Rev. Jimmy R. Allen, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in San Antonio, 
denounced HSR 35 and stated "the 
Texas Legislature is not known for its 
' theological insight. The founders of our 
Republic understood this more than 
most." 

* * ' * 

The El Paso Religious Community 
resolved that "House Simple Resolution 
35 is in direct violation with the principles 
of separation of Church and State, and 
we are on record in strict opposition of 
this House resolution. 

"We respectfully urge aU to vote 
against this resolution and request the 
support of each iA^ie policies of ourpyvn 


HSR 35 passed out of the Criminal 
Jurisprudence committee of the Texas 
House on May 10. It is presently before 
the Calendars Committee to be set on the 
calendar to go before the full House of 
Representatives. 

As The Journal went to press, it looked 
as though HSR 35 was not coming up for 
a vote before the recess on May 30. In any 
event, the answer to cults does not lie in 
laws, jails, courts, kidnappings, or 
resolutions. In the words of Rev* Jimmy 
Allen, the basic answer Bes in a vital, 
experiental religious commitment. ■ 


faiths through the religious community 
itself." 

The resolution was passed unanimous¬ 
ly by the executive committee of the El 
Paso group and was signed by Leon 
Feldt, president of the Religious Com- 
lunity. 

shades of the Spanish Inquisition? 
The prospect of a religious inquest 
?comes alarming indeed when one 
Considers that Ted Patrick, a leader of 
Ihe controversial “deprogrammers” who 
ire in support of HSR 35, has a list of 
>,000 “cults" in the United States, 
Including Houston's Episcopal Church of 
the Redeemer, which in 1973 received the 
iGuidcpost Magazine citation as "Church 
|of the Year." 

Patrick recently attempted to j 
|deprogram Peter Willis, 28, of Redeei 
[Church. The deprogramming was 
successful, as Willis kept his faith, 
Patrick keeps on trying. He is present .,... 
[jail in Denver for the crimes he com¬ 
mitted attempting to deprogram two 27- 
year-old Greek Orthodox women. 

The deprogrammers have come under 
increasingly heavy attacks. Archbishop 
Fulton J. Sheen sees deprogramming as 
"brainwashing, often done for huge profit 
and so sinister and violent as to 
overshadow any of the brainwashing j 
charges leveled at the cults." 

* * * 





























